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tries.    This condition was laid down in the Solemn solemn
League and Covenant, which the Parliament reluctantly aSd8UC
accepted in 1643. The Scots were satisfied, and a Scottish Covenant*
army set out and helped to turn the scale against Charles.
His generals, Rupert and Newcastle, were utterly beaten
at Marston Moor.  All the north was lost to the king.

Though at Marston Moor they stood fast when the
English infantry gave way, the battle was not so much a
triumph for the Scots as for an English Puritan named
Oliver Cromwell. Cromwell had raised a regiment of his
own. He saw that discipline and zeal alone could beat the
loyalty of the Cavaliers. His troopers were well-drilled,
terrible fighters, who earned for themselves the name of
Cromwell's Ironsides. They were godly men also, who
thought themselves to be a chosen people fighting the
Lord's battles against the Cavaliers, whom they called
the Philistines. Cromwell was not a Presbyterian, but
an Independent, one who thought that each congregation
should manage its own affairs, independent of control by
bishop or presbytery or any other ecclesiastical court.
He thought that all, except perhaps the Catholics, should
be allowed to worship as they pleased; consequently
all the sects, Baptists and Quakers as well as Indepen-
dents, looked up to him as their leader. Further, since
Pym and Hampden, the first great leaders, were both
dead, Cromwell had no rival. When by the Self-denying
Ordinance Parliament voted that its members were no
longer to hold posts in the army, a special exception was
made in favour of Cromwell. Thus he was bound to
become the most powerful man in the realm, for he was the
one link between Parliament and the Army. And when
in 1645 Parliament gave him the task of forming a New
Model Army, he included many of his friends, the Inde-
pendents, in it. Most of the officers were Independents. The New
Thus the New Model became the army of the sects,
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